
Richer School PTO 

Meeting Minutes – January 22, 2018 

 

 
 

PTO Board Members: Kris Mikula & Stacy Reynolds, co-presidents 

              Alison Gontarz, vice-president 

              Jennifer Byrne, treasurer 

              Patty Saman, secretary 

                                         Kate Haywood, volunteer coordinator 

 

 
 

Attendance: Amy Sinni,  Maryellen Klusacek, Mike Klusacek, Cheryl Crowley, Marissa Kane,  Lisa 

Richards, Kim Smith, Cathy DiPersio, Danielle Langer, Jessica Norman, Jessi Bradley, Zayed Tekadie, 

Ronald Manrique, Angie Manrique, Kris Mikula, Stacy Reynolds, Alison Gontarz, Jen Byrne, Patty Saman, 

Kate Haywood and Assistand Principal Padilla  

 

 
● Fundraisers: Boosterthon (given by Kris Mikula) will send 1st communication on Wed in 

backpack mail. This is the 1st year Richer school is doing this. It is a 9-day program in which each 

day there will be a video shown during lunch and with it will be some character building. The 

theme is castle quest. The videos shown in school will also be sent home so parents can view it. 

The parents help raise money and on the last day there is a glow fun run in the gym. Each grade 

will go at a designated a 40-minute time period and run for approximately 30 laps. The class is 

split in half so half runs while the other half cheers them on. This is an event that is completely 

inclusive so even children with disabilities can participate. Because of the generosity of many 

local businesses every kid and teacher at Richer will get a t-shirt for that day. The goal is $10,000 

and if this goal is reached Mr. Padilla will do a silly/crazy thing. All the money that is raised goes 

back to the school. Feb 14th is the kick off day with a prep rally and all the rest of the days 

leading to the fun run is for character building. There are lots of challenges and competitions 

built in to the classrooms and with each kid.  On March 5th, during the fun run, we would 

possibly need volunteers. A question fact sheet will be sent home to hopefully answer most 

questions the parents will have. We are considering getting rid of the 2 fundraisers we have in 

the fall depending on the success of Boosterthon. Combined, those 2 fundraisers give us 

between $7,000-$8,000, Kane is in the middle of their first Boosterthon but Jaworek did it last 

year and loved it.  

● Upcoming Events: Winter Dance (given by Stacy Reynolds) theme is Winter Wonderland and 

the date is Feb 2nd. RTM Credit Union donated more money for raffle so still trying to figure 

raffle prizes. There will be craft tables, a photo booth and a DJ. Info about this will be going 

home in backpack mail on Wed. Looking for volunteers to work this event and to donate snacks 

and baked goods. Read Aloud Night is on a night during the week of the book fair.  Teachers 



volunteer to read to the kids in different classrooms throughout the school. There is a rotating 

schedule so kids move throughout. There will be hot chocolate and snacks during this time.  

Jump Rope Assembly is on it’s 18th year at the Richer School. A jump rope guy come in during a 

school assembly and does a lot of jump rope tricks that the kids love. This is on May 4th. The 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon is coming up on May 11th.  The Art Show & Ice Cream Social is 

where every kid gets a special piece of artwork hung up throughout the school. Each art work is 

framed and a ribbon is put on it. Trombettas doles out ice cream during this event. If the 

weather is nice, it will be held in the courtyard. Before this event, there is a couple of nights in 

which volunteers come in between 6-8 to help frame all the pictures. It’s a great way for parents 

to get to socialize that doesn’t happen much during the meetings. The last PTO Meeting is May 

30th. The next READ Free Book Distribution will be in June. 

● Past Events:  READ Free Book Distribution (given by Alison Gontarz) happens twice a year, once 

in the winter and once before summer break. Every kid gets a free book. The PTO purchases all 

the books and makes sure there is a pretty good selection. The next actual book fair will be the 

week of Mar. 19th. Pizzeria Uno Dinner Night (given by Kris Mikula) was on New Years Eve. We 

haven’t been given the numbers yet to know how successful it was.  

● Spirit Days: (given by Kris Mikula) The last one we had was to bring in anything cozy and warm 

like mittens hats, socks and they were made into care packages and given to needy kids within 

the Richer School. Many families donated and just about all of them have been given out. 

Souper Bowl: is the next Spirit Day and will be on Feb. 2nd. Everyone can wear their favorite 

sports jersey and donate soup for a local soup kitchen. New Ideas: We are looking for any new 

ideas or suggestions for other Spirit Days for the rest of the year.  

● Open Volunteer Position: Scrip Coordinator: (given by Marissa Kane). The PTO is not doing this 

at all. Most of it can be done at home. Responsibilities can be to send fliers home, parents can 

order on-line, collect gift cards and make sure the cards go home. There are 4 local businesses, 

the others are all on-line.  

● Other Info: Write-a-Check: (given by Kris Mikula) has been a little spotty this year. It’s great for 

those parents who just want to donate money to the PTO. Little Rembrandts is a painting class 

for after school. It was suggested in the last PTO Meeting. They just recently called us back and 

hopefully we will be offering that soon. Richer Wear has been a challenge finding a company 

that can produce many different items. We finally found someone who seems to be able to do 

this. Info about this will be coming home soon. Reminder: (given by Stacy Reynolds) that every 

one who volunteers at any event will get his name in a raffle for a bigger prize.  

● Winner of this month’s Raffle: Danielle Langer 

 

Note Taker: Patty Saman 

  

 


